
Title:  Backwards Lesson Content Design

Workshop Description/Purpose:  This workshop is designed to address the issues surrounding the education of an individual.  The workshop is intended for educators interested in enhancing student understanding.  Attendees will design lessons and units that promote understanding.   Often even students who do well in class do not understand the subject they have been studying  conceptually.  This class will help teachers guide students to build conceptual understanding.  The audience includes teachers at all levels, subject-matter and assessment specialists, principals, curriculum directors, pre-and in-services trainers, and school-based and central office administrators and supervisors.  Attendees will also learn techniques and strategies for motivating and building confidence in students.  Kids do not care what you know until they know that you care!  This adage is at the heart of what effective teachers do every day.  Great teachers care a great deal and teach with passion.  Great teachers know that any student can learn.  Until teachers meet the needs of the heart, what they know about their content matters little to students.  Attendees will learn techniques to motivate, involve and emotionally connect with their students.  Great teachers also know their content and state standards very well.  The  focus of the workshop will be to guide teachers through the backwards lesson design process, using the book Understanding by Design and Ohio’s content standards.  Attendees will focus on content standards and learn to think like assessors.  They will identify goals, evidence of learning and plan activities.   Attendees will learn a “backwards design” process and learn how to create lessons based on an understanding of six facets.  Understanding is not a single concept, but a family of interrelated abilities, six different facets, and an education for understanding that contributes to the development of all of them.  Attendees will be expected to participate in the entire workshop and be present for 12.5 hours. Workshop coordinators will observe attendee’s designed lesson taught on site.
1. List the specific workshop objectives:

· Attendees will learn how to meet the needs of the hearts of all students.
· Attendees will learn the importance of teacher/student relationships in 
       creating conditions for learning. 
· Attendees will learn how to achieve successful outcomes for their students.
· Attendees will explore common curriculum, assessment, and instructional practices that may interfere with the cultivation of student understanding.
· Attendees will examine a “backward design” process and consider its value in helping to avoid common inadequacies in curriculum and assessment planning.
· Attendees will be responsible for creating a template to assist in designing curriculums and assessments that focus on student understanding.
· Attendees will learn to develop lessons based on Ohio’s content standards.
2. List special materials/resources to be required:  
· Stupidity and Tears by Herbert Kohl. (will be available for purchase if desired)
· Fires in the Bathroom by Kathleen Cushman.  (will be available for purchase if desired)
· Related materials and tools will be made available to each attendee from Understanding By Design by Grant Wiggins and Jay McTighe.

3. Specifically describe what participants must do to receive graduate credit:

· Attendees will need to be in class on time and be present for the full session.
· Attendees will be expected to participate in all classroom activities and discussions.
· Attendees will need to be willing to work cooperatively
· Attendees must be willing to work with the concepts introduced and Ohio’s content standards.
· Attendees must present this unit to the class. 
· Attendees must schedule a meeting with the district superintendent and workshop coordinator.
4. One of your participation requirements must be the completion of a project primarily worked on beyond the required minimum 12.5 instructional hours. Please describe this project.

· Attendees will need to complete a unit using the Understanding By Design framework.
· The unit must refer to Ohio’s content standards
5. Describe the criteria for receiving a Satisfactory (S=B- or higher) grade in the workshop. Instructor will assign S/U grades unless previous arrangements are made through Ashland University. 
Attendees will be assessed on their presentations and the units designed.  The goal is to have students leave the class with a complete understanding of the logic behind “Backwards Lesson Design”.  It is intended that attendees will be able to use this lesson design process and teach their own students using essential questions that leads to enduring understandings and what we like to call “conceptual Velcro”.  Attendees will be expected to attend the full session and complete course requirements.

6. Given the research verifying the importance of “follow-up” effective staff development practices, what follow-up plans/activities are you considering?

Workshop coordinator will visit and observe the attendee’s teaching setting to clinically review the unit designed and taught.









